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SWEET PEA

— very delicate flower like “a princess”

Growers of sweet pea flowers always care about the weather.

“The flower buds will drop after three days of rainy or cloudy weather, and they will not form when
the temperature is too high.”

They react sensitively to changes of the weather and the management of irrigation. The sweet pea is
like “a whimsical princess.”

However, in Miyazaki, thanks to growers’ delicate production control and a stable winter climate,
sweet pea flowers lift their powerful buds like a mainspring in a clock when the sunny and dry
weather continues with the maximum temperature of 10 degrees and the minimum of 0 degrees, and
they delight us with “rich flower variety with bright fresh colors and a sweet fragrance.”

The growers who cultivate these very sensitive flowers by their “delicate attention" read the changes

of the weather, make full use of their experience and wisdom, identify the power of trees by
“hearing the voice” of each plant and flower every day, to grow sweet pea flowers with “all
their heart.”

“A pronoun of spring flower” - Please enjoy sweet pea flowers from Miyazaki, the largest
producer of sweet pea flowers in Japan. Miyazaki sweet pea flowers are very popular both
within and without Japan.

Due to recent global warming, stable wintry weather suitable to growing sweet pea flowers
doesn’t last long. So much that damage due to the lack of sunshine and high temperatures
has been seen frequently. There is concern that the climate environment is nearing the level

which is uncontrollable by the growers’ technology alone.
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The Sweet Pea(Lathyrus odoratus L.)is known to have been first
recorded as a new plant in1965 in Sicily, by an Italian Franciscan monk
Cupani, which also is the name of the plant’s suspected wild type . The
plant was later selective bred in England, where the Royal Family loved
the flower, and over time established its place as part of the garden
flower variety. The plant’s scientific name Lathyrus odoratus L. comes
from the Latin words that indicate“fragrant legume family flowers”.

In Japan, the experimental cultivation of Sweet Pea flowers started at
the 1860 when cultivation techniques of the flowers were introduced
from America. The flower’s larger-scale cultivation started after 1929.In
Miyazaki, it started around the latter 1984s.The sale of sweet Pea flowers
increased thanks in part of the hit song “Akai Sweet Pea” by Seiko
Matsuda in 1982 and the improved vase life by the silver thiosulfate
(STS)freshness retaining agent.

On October 7th,2016, growers of Sweet Pea flowers from all over
Japan gathered and established the Japan Sweet Pea Association. The
association promotes January 21st as Sweet Pea Day nationwide , as it is
the time of the year when the production and the quality of the flowers

are most stable.
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Miyazaki prefecture is the largest,

producer of sweet pea flowers in Japan.
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Miyazaki prefecture, another name being Hinata, or the sunny place, is blessed
_ with a lot of sunshine throughout the year. This provides a suitable environment

for the sweet pea, which requires a lot of sunshine to blossom.
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July to August: Preparation for planting

Germinated seeds are refrigerated. The
refrigerator imitates the coldness of winter
which natural sweet pea flowers need to
experience to blossom in spring. The
refrigeration enables the shipping of the flowers
to start in November.
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Early September: Planting

The seeds are carefully planted, one by one.
The vine that grows from the seeds crawl up
the net that is vertically placed to support the
vine.
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November to April: Blossoming

The green house is filled with the smell of the
flowers. The colorful flowers are carefully
harvested one by one with scissors.
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November to April: Shipping

Carefully selected flowers are bundled and
shipped to markets all over Japan and abroad.
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Shikibu San Shimai
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Shikibu San Shimai (the three court lady sisters) are
composed of three kinds of sweet pea flowers;
Shikibu, the elegant eldest sister, Beni Shikibu, the
dainty second sister, and Koi Shikibu, the dreamful
third sister.

They are registered original seedlings of the Flower
Department of Miyazaki Agricultural Reseach
Institute Lab, which created them by breed
improvement.

The illustration design is the work of Industrial

Design Technology Club of Miyazaki Prefectural
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Sadowara Technical High School.
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Shikibu Beni Shikibu
« IPM Essen 2009 Cut Flower Division « Floriade 2012 Excellent Variety Prize
Prize - Japan Flower Selection 2012 Cut Flower
- Japan Flower Selection 2009 Cut Flower Division Best Flower Award
Division Creation Award + 2012 Japan Flower & Garden Show
- Floriade 2012 Excellent Variety Prize Visitors Vote Cut Flower Division No.1

- Japan New Flower Contest 2012 No.1
+ 2012 Chairman’s Prize for Japan
Horticultural Culture Association
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Koi Shiklbu

- Japan Flower Selection 2014 Cut Flower
Division No.3

+ Japan New Flower Contest 2014 No.1

+ 2014 Chairman’s Prize for Japan
Horticultural Culture Association
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Sweet Pea Day
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January 21 is “Sweet Pea Day” every year
Origin of the anniversary

January 21 is the time of the year when Sweet Pea flowers, “the epitome of spring flowers” preferred by
women are most “fragrant and beautiful.” It’s also the time of the year when the production is stable,
allowing people all over Japan and the world to be delighted by the flowers. Sweet Pea petals are arranged to
form a symmetrical shape, with one petal reaching upward like a flag, a set of two petals garnishing the
sides like wings, and one petal at the bottom forming a shape of a boat completing the flower. These
one-two-one set of petals complement each other to make the flower’s color and fragrance. The number of
petals, 1, 2, 1, is the reason why Sweet Pea Day was decided to be January 21.

January 21 is also the date when Seiko Matsuda’s song “Akai Sweet Pea” was released in 1982.
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Japan Sweet Pea Association
Established on October 7, 2017 by 126 growers of Sweet Pea flowers from all over Japan for the purpose of
mutual cooperation and fellowship among growers of Sweet Pea flowers and related organizations all over

Japan.
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